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Centennial District

District Design Plan + Ideas Exchange
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April to June 2023 Late Summer/ Fall 2025 to

3 Teams Prepare for Early Fall 2023 Early 2026
Ideas Exchange Planning Work & Implement Summer 2026
Engagement to Begin Early Actions FIFA World Cup
MLB All-Star Game
July 2023 Mar-ch 2024
Design Plan
Team Selected .
Final Report

June 2023
Ideas Exchange
(WE ARE HERE)

January 2024 Spring 2024 2026
Mayor-Elect Begins Public America’s
Mayoral Term Unveiling Semiquincentennial



PHILADELPHIA
= FOREVER

MARVEL Team
Public Presentation
Centenntial District Planning Initiative: Ideas Exchange 06/21/2023
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GROUNDS FOR ALL

A welcoming gateway to the district

Hopping on the trolley
for a day in the park?

Joining a bird walk at
Letitia Ecology Center?
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FAIRGROUNDS FOR ALL

An activated park edge

Strolling on a park trail
after dinner?

Enjoying an outdoor movie
at a community night?
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FAIRGROUNDS FOR ALL
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THE PARK IS VASI...

An abundance of open space

This is an
open space. This Is a van.

Open park
spaces
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THE PARK IS VASIT... LET'S ACTIVATE IT!

A welcoming park edge that is part of the neighborhood

Sports Fields

Picnic Groves

PARKSIDE

Playgrounds

MANTUA -

NMARVEL

Gardens

Centennial District: Ideas Exchange

Entry Plazas

Recreation Center
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THE PARK HAS GREAT DESTINATIONS...
Car-oriented destinations can benefit from transit alternatives

Destinations Neighborhood
on this side on this side
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THE PARK HAS GREAT DESTINATIONS... LET'S CONNECT THEM!

ldeas for a destination park with easy transit access

S,
WYNNEFIELD &

Trolley stops at destinations

Philly Phlash + The Mann

Loop extension
Parkway to Greeway: Extending MLK

Jr Dr weekend trail into the park

PARKSIDE

Streetscape improvements: Safe
crossings, complete sidewalks,
street trees, seating, wayfinding

MANTUA
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THE PARK IS VERY GREEN...

But the mature trees are In decline

Trees vulnerable to
climate change
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THE PARK IS VERY GREEN... LET'S GROW IT!

Continue to develop a robust, community supported understory
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Philadelphia Zoo
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- Carol White, Community Voices

Committee me
the Philly Tree Plan

Precedents:



anese

e

nter

The Mann Center

Please Touch
Museum

Philadelphia Zoo

Cultural

Fairmount Park
Horticulture Center
Shofuso J

S Individual ‘Destinations
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School of the Future
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Neighborhood
Gathering Space

Growing Landscape Inclusive and

A Welcoming
in Forever Park Immersive Park

Gateway

anese
nter

a
Ce
Please Touch
Museum

Philadelphia Zoo

=
[
e
=
@
o
=
bt
1
=
Q
=
=

Cultural

L
&
55
o
L
= =
ox

-
£3
Q-
L6
i

Shofuso J

‘A gchool of the Future

A
-----

DG\ SR, Everyday Park
% 2 + Regiog@ﬂestination

NIARVEL Centennial District: Ideas Exchange | 06/21/2023 | 14



& 2 a

e -‘
""f*'-’ ‘t‘ﬁr "-. Jl__' -h‘l
" f.'l ’ $ {C \

_"‘ ‘
& \-‘ .
Wi, 2

»
ST

o
1

-

Y'_.'

IR YN

Y
4
.\_&.

‘S Bk
<y, 2 '
! J:W . )

-
]

.ﬁ." -

MARVEL

|.|Ir i, v
by WS

r = v g an
1 Tagey joagiaisl )i ) '.. LI
LAY “'-‘",' sz ()i
1 all aiawel Ll




WHAT IS THIS PLACE TO YOU?

Sharing — Visualizing — Celebrating Stories
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2026: A BIG CELEBRATION!

Starting a new chapter in history

PHILADELPHIA
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LET'S CELEBRATE IT!
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CELEBRATING

Celebrating local stories with

Philly Tree Plan Process - Portraits Local Voices:
Memories, Stories, & Portraits
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CELEBRATING CULTURES

Celebrating local cultures with local art

Park Promenade Mural Arts Phiaigephia
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CELEBRATING THE LAND

Celebrating local landscape with native species

Tree Canopy Campaign: Planting for the future Celebration Meadows Native blooms
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A\l

Wildlife Habitat:
Bird walks In the
park

Precedents:
+ Superbloom installation in London, UK

- Phyto Studio
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.. Centennial District
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" Amber Art & Design

| Urban Engineers
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Fairmount Park Conservancy
The Mann Center
Philadelphia Zoo

Please Touch Museum
Drexel University Lindy Institute
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Observations + Understanding—PRIOR PLANNING INITIATIVES

The Centennial District Master Plan

mwus!m.mm
. The HOME button will take you |

> DISTRICT PLAN

3' PHILADELPHIA o
\'-""Y‘ﬁad'?'Ph‘a 23 5 FroPraxis  snenieteee  @EET  Lw m

Centennial District Master Plan (2005) West Park District Plan (2012) The New Fairmount Park Plan (2014)
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Observations + Understanding—PRIOR/ONGOING PHYSICAL TRANSFORMATIONS

Centennial Commons The Please Touch Museum Concourse Lake Native Plant Restoration
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The Philadelphia Zoo Natural Lands Forest Restoration The Mann Center
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Planning Framework—TWO ORIENTING POSITIONS

Rather than attempt to address al
540+ acres of the Centennial District,

concentrate actions and investments in
visible and accessible areas of the park.

-ocus energy on what can be achieved
in the next 8 years, considering both the
Semiquincentennial and the next mayoral

administration.
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Approach—FIVE WEST FAIRMOUNT FUNDAMENTALS

 concentrate the park

(enhancements to programming, circulation, and way-finding)

e support the everyday

(orovision of basic public facilities and essential park infrastructures)

» expand biodiversity

(expansion of high-biodiversity, ecologically productive landscapes)

e reveal hidden histories

(connect community w/ park through storytelling and visual prompts)

e extend anchor institutions

(open doors, extend footprints, and expand activities)
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Approach—FIVE WEST FAIRMOUNT FUNDAMENTALS

ambitious
physical planning/design

via
dynamic, experiential
engagement
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Process—EXPERIENCE-BASED ENGAGEMENT
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Process—EXPERIENCE-BASED ENGAGEMENT
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Process—COMMUNITY VISIONING EVENTS

Event 01 Event 02 Event 03 Event 04 Ongoing

atsyoutwesmaﬂ(
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CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING CﬁTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING CIﬁ'ENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY _\IIS%N; CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMM‘UNITY VISIONING CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING
Prompting Question: Prompting Question: Prompting Question: Prompting Question: Prompting Question:
What brings you out to What’s missing from What'’s the coolest What should Fpeople know Where is your go-to place
West Fairmount Park? West Fairmount Park? creature you've seen in about West Fairmount in West Fairmount Park?

West Fairmount Park? Park?
Community Event O1: Community Event 01: Community Event 01: Community Event 01: Community Event 01:
Philly Sound Community Citizen Science Hidden Histories West Park
(Silent) Dance Party Cook Out Scavenger Hunt Story Hour(s) Social Media Tagging
#whatsyourwestpark
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Planning Framework—TWO ORIENTING POSITIONS

Carefully listening to what is needed,
desired, and essential in the Centennial
District in order to identity achievable,
transformational physical interventions
that can be delivered in the near-term.
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Where to Work—THE MIDWAY

WL ENT T HALFENS WERRLY. Sgumicr 8, L970

2

THE CENTER THEN | THE CENTER NOW
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Where to Work—THE MIDWAY

THE MIDWAY
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Establishing The West Way—THREE GATEWAYS

The Mann Center Please Touch Museum Philadelphia Zoo
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The Gateways—THE NEST - . e -
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The Gateways—THE NEST
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The Gateways—THE NEST
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The Gateways—THE STOOP |

I
DESTINATION RENOVATED SPORTS NEW GATEWAY PAVILION \ |

PLAYGROUND (OR ALT PROGRAM) FIELDS FOUNTAIN (WITH FOOD + "'l'
RESTROOMS)

1"y
WALKING + RUNNING PLEASE TOUCH CENTER PLAZA : " 'RENOVATED SPORTS BBQ + PICNIC AREA
LOOP MUSEUM ENTRANCE - r FIELDS
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The Gateways—THE STOOP
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The Gateways—THE STOOP
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The Gateways—THE STOOP
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The Gateways—THE RING
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The Gateways—THE RING
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Establishing The West Way—WEST PARK BRAID

Ohio House Stop Horticultural Center + Shofuso Stop
. ’,
The Ring Stop The Stoop Stop Sweetbriar Fields Stop The Nest Stop

52nd Street Stop School of the Future Stop
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Establishing The West Way—WEST PARK BRAID / CIRCULATOR

o

*MEAE

il district
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Establishing the The West Way—THE LANDSCAPE ZONES

N ,':-.:: ----- 7____ ~
. _,/' "'-—;,‘-‘ _________ Ny
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________________________
-

WETLANDS + UPLAND FOREST

WET MEADOWS (ROLLING TOPOGRAPHY)
(SUBTLE TOPO + SLOPE)

CENTENNIAL DISTRICT IDEAS EXCHANGE | Public Presentation | June 21, 2023 PORT + KieranTimberlake + Amber Art & Design + Urban Engineers + Meliora + Erick Guerra + Dharam 28



Process—COMMUNITY VISIONING EVENTS

Event 01 Event 02 Event 03 Event 04 Ongoing
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CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING
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CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING CENTENNIAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY VISIONING
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Process—CELEBRATORY PUBLIC EVENT

“"What's Your Parkway, Philly?” (Oval+ 2017) “More Park, More Play” (Oval+ 2018, 2019)
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Culminating Kick-Off Event—WEST FAIRMOUNT FAMILY REUNION

PARK
FAMILY
REUNION

*
iy
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Michael Miller Lucinda R. Sanders Andrew Dobshinsky
Partner, OLIN Partner and CEO, OLIN Planning Associate, OLIN

Matt Fichter Lucy Whitacre Ruiying Zhao Charlye Stewart Kate Lawler
OLIN OLIN OLIN OLIN OLIN

Jeffery L’Amoreaux Brian Trusty Alexa Bosse Ari Miller

Sam Schwartz Pros Consulting Hinge Collective Hinge Collective
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In your favorite memory, what type of activity
were you doing? Hold up the card that’s closest.

EXPLORING EXERCISING CELEBRATING ATTENDING EVENTS
EXPLORANDO EJERCIENDO CELEBRANDO ATENDIENDO EVENTOS

I DON'T VISIT THE PARK
YO NO VISITO EL PARQUE

LEARNING PLAYING
APRENDIENDO JUGANDO




In your favorite memory, who were you doing the
activity with? Hold up the card that’s closest.

WITH FAMILY WITH FRIENDS WITH NEIGHBORS WITH NEW PEOPLE

CON FAMILIA CON AMIGOS CON VECINOS CON GENTE NUEVA

WITH TEAMMATES MYSELF I DON'T VISIT THE PARK

CON COMPANEROS DE EQUIPO CONMIGO MISMO YO NO VISITO EL PARQUE




Community Community Org & Project Website & BioBlitz
Ambassadors User Group Interviews Social Media

hat We've Heard So Far

'ction of community feedback and ideas for the park from the s
held in February 2021.

61 %

OF RESPONDENTS
ARE FROM THE
SURROUNDINGC
AREA OF THE
TURE PARK

PAVED, MULTI-USE TRAILS
HIKING TRAILS
NAT. AREAS/WILDLIFE HABITAT
UNPROGRAMMED SPACES
PLAYGROUNDS I %
DOG PARKS N 20.9%
DOWNTOWN PARKS & PLAZAS N

COMMUNITY GARDENS N %
WATER PLAY FEATURES N 12.9%

-

-

RECTANGULAR SPORTS FIELDS
MOUNTAIN BIKE COURSES
PARK SHELTERS/PICNIC AREAS N
TENNIS COURTS Y 5.9%
-
= |

COURTS (P-/H-BALL, BOCCE)
DIAMOND ATHLETIC FIELDS

RENTABLE EVENT SPACE Il 3.7%
BIKE PARKS B 2.9%

OTHER M 2.9%

BASKETBALL COURTS B 2.5%
SKATE PARKS Il 2.0%

REYBALL COURTS B 1.8%

BioBlitz & Statistically Valid Open House &
Asset Mapping Survey Party in the Park






[.earn more at

fairmountlanding.com

o Falrmount Landing

(¢4 & fairmountlanding.com

Get Organized Get Involved Get There Safely Tie It All Together Get Started Teamn Q




The Park Today



* Centennial District’s Institutions

~ PLEASE TOUCH
_MUSEUM

Institutions & Landform



Proposed Subdistricts

Centennial District’s SUBDISTRICTS
George’s Hill

Belmont Stretch

Centennial Gardens & Vale

The Commons

Girard Gateway

Institutions



CENTENNIAL GARDENS
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The Mann
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George's Hill Overlook

Restored Cherry Allee

Sweetbriar Trail
Community Center

Avenue of the
Republic Promenade




Centennial Loop Fence Removed

Restored and Enhanced Contiguous Park Space
Cherry Allee




George’s Hill Overlook

Restored Cherry Allee George’s Hill Loop

Sweetbriar Trail Meadow Meander
Community Center

Centennial Loop
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Parkside Ave.

52nd St.

Streamlined Vehicular Network



-
4------,-.»_ e —
-

I
|
|
I
|
|
|

wynnefield Ave.

3 "’7/3

Please Touch

Parkside Ave.
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Multi-Modal Transportation
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52nd St.

Multi-Use Trails
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Hermann Park d
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Houston, TX




Hermann Park
Houston, TX

445 acres

Fairmount Park
Philadelphia, PA

2,052 acres
(540 acres Centennial Subdistrict)

CITY DEPARTMENT

Houston Parks and Recreation
Department (HPARD)

Philadelphia Parks & Recreation (PPR)

CITYWIDE NONPROFIT

Houston Parks Board

Fairmount Park Conservancy

CITYWIDE SYSTEM

39,501 acres

10,200 acres

INDEPENDENT
INSTITUTIONS WITHIN
THE PARK

Houston Zoo

Philadelphia Zoo
Mann Center
Please Touch Museum
Shofuso

DEDICATED NONPROFIT
FOR THE SIGNATURE PARK

Hermann Park Conservancy

DEDICATED NONPROFIT
WITH FUNDRAISING/
INVESTMENT

$5m/year*
*annual average since 1992
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Started!





