
the TWO ZONES

The FDR Park of the future is functional, 
flexible and most importantly, resilient.
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 The FDR Park Plan 
balances water, 

activity and nature to 
create a holistic park 
that meets the needs 

of its users and the 
environment.
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The FDR Park Plan calls for more than 
half – or 175 acres – of the park to be the 
Ecological Core.

The Ecological Core will be the heart of the 
park, with four key zones connected by a 
rich network of trails, water access, and 
unique varieties of plants and animals.

With the Ecological Core working to store 
stormwater and provide habitat, the Urban Edge 
can be raised out of the floodplain in key areas, 
allowing for investments that transform the 
perimeter of FDR Park.

In the Urban Edge, athletic fields, basketball and 
tennis courts, and playgrounds are tied together 
by a 5K multi-use trail and frequent spots to 
picnic, purchase refreshments, and play.

THE FDR PARK PLAN IS ORGANIZED INTO TWO DISTINCT ZONES:

SCAN ME

to learn more
bit.ly/fdrparkplan



the VISION

FDR PARK FUTURE

FDR PARK TODAY

SCAN ME

These outlined areas will be transformed 
from recreational areas into natural areas 
with woodlands, marshes, and lawns.  
The current athletic fields and courts 
located here will be moved to the  
Urban Edge of the park. 

to learn more
bit.ly/fdrparkplan

The FDR Park Plan balances water, activity, and nature–
all while aligning community priorities with the realities 
of climate change.

WATER/NATURE

ACTIVITIES/AMENITIES

+   56 acres of water bodies

+   5 GSI Facilities 

+   10 acres of meadows

+  75 acres of woodlands

+  7 miles of trails

+   12 multipurpose fields

+  6 baseball/softball fields

+   10 tennis courts

+ 8 basketball courts

+  4 acres of playspaces

+   5 public restrooms

+   36 picnic tables &  
12 pavilions



the FIELDS

Multipurpose recreation fields and athletic courts 
will be nestled among trees and trails.

PROJECT FEATURES

Multipurpose Fields

Baseball/Softball

Tennis

Basketball

2.5 fields

8 fields

15 courts

0 courts

12 fields

4 synthetic / 2 natural turf

10 courts

8 courts

the fields

+   Multipurpose fields  
for soccer, football,  
and lacrosse

+   Baseball/Softball fields 

+   Tennis Courts

+  Basketball Courts 

+  Franklin 5k Loop

+  Nature Trails

+   Picnic Areas

+   Play Space 

+   Food and beverage 
concessions

+  Restrooms

Athletic fields, basketball and tennis courts, and playgrounds are tied together by a 5K multi-use trail, and spots to picnic, purchase refreshments, and play.

New athletic fields, nestled in a forest of trees and natural spaces, will be used to support youth development and adult recreation leagues. 

WHAT DO YOU GET? EXISTING PROPOSED

WHERE THE NEW FIELDS WILL GO

The 12 
multipurpose 

fields will make up 
28 acres (or 8%)

of the 348-acre 
park. SCAN ME

to learn more
bit.ly/fdrparkplan

  These new fields will be 
interspersed with nature trails, 
a signature play space, and 
food and beverage offerings, 
allowing multiple generations 
of park users to enjoy the 
spaces simultaneously.

The new fields will  
reclaim the often-flooded  

green fairways of the 
former FDR Golf Course. 
Excavated soil from the 

Wetlands will be used to 
create and elevate three 

clusters of athletic fields 
above the floodplain. 



Why fields & why here?

Synthetic turf fields reduce the need for mowing, fertilizers, and pesticides and herbicides. 
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+ subsurface 
storage 

manages water 
under the fields, 

courts, and 
parking lots

+ a series of rain 
gardens will manage 
stormwater from I-95, 

the Porch, and The 
Gateway Plaza

+ a natural wetland 
forebay will treat 

stormwater that enters 
the park from Pattison 

Avenue before it enters 
Pattison Lagoon

+ gently sloping swales 
will capture and filter 
runoff from the Great 
Lawn and portions of 

the park road
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HOW IT WORKS

In the future the Urban Edge of the FDR Park Plan will 
be transformed and lifted above the floodplain with  
places to play and enjoy nature simultaneously!

Today FDR Park is home to 2.5 soccer fields that are 
sub-par and often soaked after a rainfall. There are also 
no basketball courts or multipurpose fields for youth sports. 

Increase access 
to high-quality 
recreation and 
fields citywide.

Provide additional 
sources of revenue 
for the park.

Build on the park’s 
role as a center for 
youth development 
and activities.

Provide diversity 
of experiences and 
programs (both 
active and passive).

The 12 multipurpose fields 
will have synthetic turf 
surfaces with stormwater 
management storage 
underneath to store and 
filter stormwater before 
slowly releasing it into 
Shedbrook creek.

SCAN ME
to learn more
bit.ly/fdrparkplan

FDR Park’s plans for The Fields will create  
recreation experiences for all of the park’s diverse users.

The 28 acres of 
the future fields will 

be on the site of a 
flood-prone, former 

golf course.

FDR Park’s current fields flood for days 
after a rainfall.

Crowds gather every Sunday for games with  
the Mexican soccer league.



What do YOU think?  We want  
to hear your feedback!

Happenings @ FDR Park  
Get involved, get in the know!

Scan the QR 
code or go to 

myphillypark.org 
and tell us what you 

think!

S C A N  M E !

WHAT WE’VE BEEN 
UP TO @ FDR PARK

WHO ARE THE 
PROJECT PARTNERS

+   Secured $86M+ in funding, a major step in 
advancing the implementation of the $250 
million FDR Park Master Plan.

+    Repaved roads

+   Installed FDR Park Hubs with maps and 
restrooms

+   Piloted a free weekend shuttle service with 
Philly PHLASH

+  Bike lanes added

+   Appointed FDR Park’s FIRST Park Director!

+  Additional staff members hired

+  100+ volunteers recruited

+   Hosted 2021 Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society’s (PHS) Flower Show

+  Yoga 

+   Free weekly walking group with 
WeWalkPHL

+  Volunteer cleanup days

+  Salsa and bachata dance classes

+  Birdwatching 

+  Food tasting tours at the Asian Market

+  Tree Tours and Hikes

+  Guided runs

+  Kayaking

...and more! Visit myphillypark.org for the 
latest!

Here are some 
recent activities 
since the 
completion of the 
master plan!

AND here are 
some events that 
are coming up in 
the next weeks 
and months!

Fairmount Park Conservancy is 
the non-profit organization that 
led the Master Plan, is leading the 
current fundraising initiatives and 
the implementation of the Master 
Plan, and supports FDR Park’s users 
through temporary restrooms, 
signage, and public programs. 

Learn more at myphillypark.org.

PPR: Philadelphia Parks & 
Recreation is the City department 
that initiated the Master Planning 
process and is the land owner. 
Philadelphia Parks & Recreation is 
responsible for the maintenance and 
permitting of FDR park. 

Learn more at phila.gov

Friends of FDR Park: Friends of FDR 
Park is a volunteer-run organization 
that acts as a community voice 
for the park and organizes fellow 
volunteers in planting, greening, 
and event planning. 

Learn more at fdrparkphilly.org

GET INVOLVED!

Which new 
amenities at 

the future Fields 
at FDR Park are 

you most excited 
to use?

What kinds of 
food & beverage 

concessions 
would you want to 

see at the Fields 
in FDR Park?

Did we miss 
anything? 

(tell us your 
thoughts!)
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