FAIRMOUNT PARK

w VKL f)AM /PR NN (€ Knight Foundation

CONSERVANCY FOUNDATTION

In 2014, the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and the William Penn Foundation formed a
partnership to Reimagine the Civic Commons. The underlying premise is that parks, libraries and
other “civic assets” can be better leveraged to promote greater social and economic integration,
retain residents, and foster community and economic development.

The Knight Foundation’s pioneering $5.4 million investment received matching support from the William Penn
Foundation, creating a total investment of $11 million to create a “civic commons collective” of five model projects
in Philadelphia, led by Fairmount Park Conservancy. The foundations envision this as the first cohort of a national
initiative, with Philadelphia as an ideal testing ground
because of its booming millennial population, rapidly
changing neighborhoods, widespread civic space

innovation and entrepreneurship, and array of urban -ﬁmm—
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Over the course of three years, the Civic Commons Col-
lective, directed by Fairmount Park Conservancy, will

foster a collaborative environment among Philadelphia’s DISCOVERY
CENTER

nonprofit network while repurposing and repositioning

the city’s existing urban infrastructure into new ame-

nities for the city and its neighborhoods. The Collective

is undertaking data collection efforts to better measure

the usage patterns of our projects, a storytelling effort CCOMMONS
to share the impact and learning from the neighboring

communities and examining collaborative operations,

staffing and maintenance models. In addition, we are ,
partnering with leading researchers to experiment with PANILE
programmatic and design interventions that will help us

inform how citizens access civic assets.

THE NEWS

To find out more, visit CivicCommonsPHL.org for up-to-the-minute stories, interviews and field notes on the five
projects, their communities, and their impact. Contribute to the conversation through #CivicCommonsPHL and at
@CivicCommonsPHL. Follow the Fairmount Park Conservancy for news on the Civic Commons and other Philly park
initiatives at https://www.facebook.com/FairmountParkConservancy/ and @myphillypark.
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